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By MARION WILLIAMS

A GROUP of Elders
and community
members have
created a digital
keeping place that

records and shares

information on people
and evenis that have helped
shape Yuin history, language and
lifestyle.

The Yuin Digital Keeping
Place (YDKP) is a website with
more than 160 short films, plus
cultural and historical
documentation drawn from state
institutions, local archives and
personal collections. It has three
language dictionaries, ook 3.5
years to build and everyone has
free access.

The group was helped by
SharingStories Foundation which
gets funding to set up digital
keeping places for communities
who want them.

Aunty Trish Ellis OAM said in
2022 that Brooke Small of
SharingStories Foundation
approached renowned visual
artist Cheryl Overton (nee
Davison) about doing something
on her and her art.

“Cheryl is the kind of person
who wants to be inclusive of all
the community and suggested
getting a board of Elders and
community members together to
see what the community wanted
to do,” Aunty Trish said,

"Uhe saw the opportunity to
get iInformation out there about
the Yuin people. That was very
unselfish, and Cheryl has iy
utmost respect for that.”

Cultural knowledge
The Yuin Project Working

Group was established with ten
‘members: Uncle Bunja Smith

(Batemans Bay), Aunty Vivienne
Mason and Lynne Thomas
(Narooma), Cheryl Overton
(Tilba), Uncle Warren Foster and
Gary Campbell (Wallaga Lake),
Judy Norris (Cobargo), Uncle BJ
Cruse (Eden), Aunty Trish Ellis

- OAM (Moruya) and Lcrrralne
Naylor (deceased).

The huge amount of

| 'inform'atian in the YDKP reflects
- that diverse group with sr,:: much

knowledge.
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Memhnrs of ihn Yuin Digital Keeping Place (left to right): Llnr::le Bunja Smith, Lynne Thomas, Garry Campbell, Uncle BJ Cruse, Aunty

Vivienne Mason, Cheryl Overton, Judy Norris, Aunty Trish Ellis OAM, and Shﬂrlnggturlﬂs senior producer Brooke Small. Picture:
SharingStorles Foundation.

There are personal stories
and expeﬂences Dreamtime
stories, pictures and links to
more information. Thereisa
generic European timeline and a
much longer one for the Yuin
people.

- They have shared thew
personal knowledge, plus
cultural practices and

knowledge. They were asked for

their opinion on topics like the

- Voice, Native Title and the Stolen
i Generation 2 '

~ “Thereisa fot of local histary
from an Aboriginal perspective,”
Aunty Trish said. “Some

conversations bordered on
political. It is a raaliy gom mix uf

Views.
“Not everythmg on there we

| _said

all agree with, but we

ar;knuwledge itis Eiiﬂ‘erenf -

people’s stories. Some stnnes

match, some don’t. It is up to the' '

individual to make what they will
of it.”

They tried to include all Yuin
people who had served in the
Defence Forces, plus their
famous people including
spurtspeople . |

“We tried to include all our
role models and heroes and
achievers who you would not
normally hear abﬂut " Aunty Trlsh

While récardmg the three

_dictionaries, they realised the
- Dhurga, Djiringanj and Dhawa
 languages are very close. |
“Abongmai pec:ple would have

- spoken all three plus Dharawal I
':-;-'_my Trish Sﬁfd

“There is no ilﬁe in the sand |
'where people spoke one
language and stopped speaking

another.”
She said the YDKP is anﬂther

“way of passing on their

knowledge through stories and it

- will continue to grow.

As a teacher for 40 years
Aunty Trish said YDKP gives

- educators somewhere to come
for a local perspective instead of
~ always referrmg tn desert
: pe&pie |

Amazmg experlence

‘She praised Sharmgsmnes
Fnundatmn forbeingso

| respectfui and inclusive.

“They tﬂﬂk us for walks on

_ ;_:Dreamtime stc:bry andtheyhada
drone taking video footage. That
‘made it so much more real,”

Aunty Trish said.
“It was an amazing
experience to be involved in this -

~ program.”

She felt honoured and

privileged to be involved, tell her
family’s stories and pass -::m her
knowledge.

“I don'’t see knnwiedge as

~_power,” she said.

“| see knowing as something

_ that must be shared v

~ “Every time an Eider 'riasses
we lose another library. YDKP

made it possible to store some of
our hbrary resaurces 4




